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an inquiry into questions of introducing security of tenure and
regular promotion into their stall" arrangements. When Mr.
Lees-Smith raised the question of the new Charter, Major
Tryon, Postmaster-General, replied that the report on the
B.B.C. should be considered as a whole, and defended the ex-
tension of the charter for ten years. The B.B.C., he said, had
made good, and the proof was that 8,000,000 licences are taken
out, in spite of criticisms. The system was at least better than
elsewhere, wlierc advertisements raged and Government pro-
paganda was obligatory. The principles of the Charter had not
been disturbed by the Lambert case. Lieutenant-Colonel
Spender-Clay said that, while realising the desirability of the
staff of the B.B.C. having security of tenure, he could not help
thinking that if that were carried too far things might become
stereotyped. They did not wish the B.B.C. to be hemmed in by
rules and regulations. He had been fed up with these talks of
staff treatment. lie had no personal interest in any of the staff
employed, and deemed these pinpricks unworthy of the work
done by the B.B.C. The talks on the wireless were admirable.
Some might think them dull, but they were very instructive.
He was afraid that the effect of complaints might be that the
B.B.C. might try to play for safety to avoid trouble, and that the
broadcasts would then be dull and colourless. Last night he
heard a singularly dreary broadcast.
abyssinia
Ras Imru has surrendered to the Italians with his men after
an engagement on the banks of the River Gogeb. Now only
Ras Desta remains to lead an army against the Italians in the
field.
T. E. lawju-nce's book
T. E. Lawrence's book, The Mint, has been published in New
York by Doubleday, Doran & Co. in an edition limited to twelve
copies, of which two are in the Congressional Library at
Washington. The price of the remaining ten is 500,000 dollars
(£100,000). Under the terms of Lawrence's will, the book is not
to be generally published until 1950. The Mint, "by 352087
A/C Ross," the name under which Lawrence enlisted in the
R.A.F. in 1922, is a book of about 200 pages giving an account
of his life at the R.A.F. depot at Uxbridge after bis enlistment
fourteen years ago as an aircraftman. He describes his own ex-
periences as a recruit and his feelings when, destitute after
abandoning his post of political adviser to the Colonial Office,
he appeared at the recruiting office in August 1922. Thence the
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